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and resources of himself and officers to have been very con-
siderable.

Some time after the return ot the army to Hyderabad from
the unfortunate expedition just alluded to, a nominal reduction
of Raymond's corps took place; that is to say, the acting
minister, in a fit either of economy or of temporary dissatis-
faction with its commander, directed the recruiting for it to
be discontinued; in consequence of which, its remains were
compressed into ten battalions or regiments of 1000 men
each*

In this state it appears to have continued till the return of
Azeem-ool-Oomrah to Hyderabad; when that minister once more
augmented it to at least its formerly intended establishment of
14,000 men, either on some particular suggestion of Raymond,
or with some sinister view of thereby working upon the British
Government, in jealousy of that Frenchman's growing power.
For if he had really judged an increase of the regular infantry
of the State necessary, his purpose would heve been equally
well answered by making the requisite augmentation upon the
rival corps of Finglass. This, too, is the step which he ought
rather to have taken consistently with his own spontaneous
professions on the subject of Raymond to the Assistant at
Hyderabad, immediately upon his return thither from Poona,
when he affected at least, if he did not feel, considerable
uneasiness at the conduct and dispositions displayed by that
Frenchman in his absence, and no less solicitude to circum-
scribe within very narrow limits, if not altogether annihilate
his power. Neither the fact, however, upon which the present
reasoning proceeds (that is to say, the actual augmentation of
the corps), nor the still more important one of the annexation
of Kummun to the already enormous territorial assignments held
by Raymond, is sufficiently established to permit of our build**
ing any strong conclusions upon one or the other. It may,
nevertheless, be allowable to observe in this place, that there
will be but too much ground for fearing, should either or both
of the points in question turn out to be true, that Azeem-ool-
Qtimrah must have been moved to proceedings so offensive (as he